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Background 
STATE&CONSERVATION 8-2018 agreed to arrange a workshop at the HELCOM Secretariat, and in 
cooperation with JWG BIRD, in autumn 2018, to collate data and draft a regional map of seabird migratory 
routes and identify potential data gaps in relation to this. The Meeting welcomed the information that 
Sweden has personnel resources to support the work and invited co-leads Sweden and Germany, in 
cooperation with the Secretariat, to take the organization of the workshop forward. 

HOD 54-2018 approved organizing the workshop to support the implementation of HELCOM 
Recommendation 34E/1 on migratory birds, at the HELCOM Secretariat, and in cooperation with JWG BIRD, 
in autumn 2018; 

STATE&CONSERVATION 9-2018 took note on the information regarding Workshop on Seabird migratory 
routes as present by Germany. The meeting noted that the Workshop will take place 20-22 November 2018 
in Helsinki. 

STATE&CONSERAVTION 10-2019 took note of the HELCOM workshop on Migratory waterbirds which took 
place 20-22 November 2018 at the premises of HELCOM Secretariat (documents 3N-1, 3N-15 to that 
meeting). The meeting found the workshop very useful and thanked the workshop participants for their 
work and taking the important initial steps in the process to map migration. The meeting took note of 
comments presented by Germany on behalf of Volker Dierschke, co-chair of JWG BIRD, that the current 
members of JWG BIRD are not experts on bird migration and as such a different forum would need to be 
created to take the work forward, e.g. experts on bird migration or e.g. satellite tracking experts nominated 
by Contracting Parties should be provided compensations to continue with the task. The meeting 
considered that one way forward is to suggest JWG BIRD to propose to its Contracting Parties to nominate 
migration and satellite tracking experts into a subgroup to fill the gap in expertise.  

The meeting further took note that the maps produced by the workshop are not specific enough to be used 
for planning purposes, however that the ultimate goal is to produce detailed maps which also representing 
the sensitivity of a given area to e.g. wind power construction and that these maps should be regularly 
updated. However, according to the experts with more resources more detailed maps could be produced 
and the meeting considered whether the resolution of the maps should be increased and more details 
added before publishing.  

STATE&CONSERAVTION 10-2019 agreed to consider the next steps regarding the maps and the work on 
bird migration in an intersessional online meeting dedicated to identifying a proposal to be considered by 
STATE&CONSERVATION 11-2019.  
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This planning meeting took place on the 23 September 2019 and the meeting prepared a proposal for 
taking the work forward as contained in this document. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to: 

-  take note of the proposed further work, provide comments as needed and agree on how to 
continue the work. 

- if approved, consider nominating migration experts to take part in the Correspondence Group. 
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Proposal for further work on identifying migration routes of migrating 
seabirds 
as agreed by the informal online meeting of State and Conservation 23 September 2019 

Aim of the work 
• The ultimate goal of the work should be detailed maps representing migratory routes and staging 

areas as well as the sensitivity of a given area to e.g. wind power construction in relation to 
seabirds. That final maps should include several types of data sources, be based on multiple layers 
and have a geographical scale that is viable for national planning processes. In accordance with the 
Recommendation, the information on migration is to be complemented with similar information on 
resting birds, to be presented as separate sensitivity maps (for reasons of transparency and detail). 
The maps should be regularly updated in order to ensure that any changes in migratory behavior is 
accounted for. 

Next steps: 
Stakeholder involvement 

• There is a need to cooperate closer with stakeholders and end-users of the maps e.g. the planners, 
authorities, wind energy industry and the consultants preparing environmental assessments, to 
ensure the products fit for purpose. This would require some form of common forum to share 
information, challenges and needs, such as a scoping workshop. 

Correspondence Group on Migratory Bird Behavior (CG MIG) 
• Establish a designated subgroup dealing with migration. The Secretariat will explore, for procedural 

reasons, if this subgroup should be established under JWG BIRD or directly under HELCOM. 
Additional experts, outside of JWG BIRD, will need to be nominated to fill the knowledge needs 
related to the subgroups work, including experts on radar- and tracking data. 

• The groups will work on 

o Identify which parameters are important to include when considering migratory birds, their 
routes and behavior (e.g. flight altitude, broad vs narrow front migraters etc) 

o To preliminarily map the overall level of available knowledge for species in order to 
produce an overview, 

o Prepare a publication on migration in the Baltic Sea, including gaps and recommendations, 
for submission to a scientific journal. 

o Work to identify a common data format and recommended methodology for monitoring. 
o Produce monitoring guidelines. 

 
• When a funding opportunity for a larger scale project to collate and consolidate data, as well as 

produce migration, staging and sensitivity maps, becomes available the CG will assist in planning 
such a project and preparing the application.  

Project for establishing work on migratory birds and identifying routes etc. 
• Work required to produce migration, staging and sensitivity maps is a major undertaking and, in 

order to improve spatial and thematic coverage of available data, additional time and financing is 
required. All CPs are invited to identify funding possibilities for a dedicated project to support the 
work and inform the HELCOM Secretariat and the CG MIG. The group recommends that a 
coordinated project is organized in order to collate, consolidate and interpret data available data, 
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as well as develop/identify required methods for producing both migratory rout maps and 
sensitivity maps.  
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